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Editorial 

 
The 12th issue of “Indian Journal of Archaeology (www.ijarch.org)” has eight articles. The first article 

by Vijay Kumar describes the antiquities found from different points of the Kannauj city and its 

immediate surroundings. This survey pushes the antiquity of Kannauj to Chalcolithic OCP period. 

The second article by Saurabh Kashyap, Pundareek Kumar, Munuwa Seth and Chandrika Prasad Rastogi 

gives the detailed catalogue of five hundred fifty eight silver punch marked coins of Magadha found 

from Imaliya Sultanpur district Sitapur U.P. India. The third article by Alok Ranjan gives all the 

epigraphs recovered from Kannauj city and inscriptions on architectural and sculptural pieces kept in 

Kannauj museum. The fourth article by Arif Ahmad Dar and Dr. Sandeep Kumar Pandey describes the 

temple architecture of South Kashmir which were influenced by Gandhara, Kushan and Greeko-roman 

architecture. The fifth article by Rajendra Yadav describes a unique image of Kurmavatar found at 

Naresar group of temples district Morena M.P. India. The sixth article by Shanti Swaroop Sinha 

examines the stories in Buddhist, Hindu and Jain religious traditions. It proves that all these religious 

traditions borrow from the common source of ancient Indian traditional stories. The seventh article 

by Dr. S. Chandni Bi reconstructs the position and role of women in South Indian temples with the 

help of epigraphs of Chola period. The eighth article by M. K. Pundhir describes the architecture of 

Jama Masjid of Agra U.P. India in details. It is constructed with red sandstone from Tantpur district 

Agra U.P. India and white marble from Makrana district Nagaur Rajasthan India.  
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Chief Editor 
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Chapter 01- Introduction 

 

The history of Kannauj has been described in detail earlier1. Some new facts are being narrated as 

follows. The description given by Hiuen Tsang who came during the reign of Harshavardhana (590-

647 A.D.) is interesting from the point of view of reconstructing the history of Kannauj.  Hiuen Tsang 

went from Magadha to Kamrup, and stayed in the court of the king Kumar Raj.  Harshavardhana, who 

was visiting Kajinghara (a small kingdom on the bank of Ganges, about 3.2 kilometers from Champa), 

ordered king of Kamrup that he should bring the ascetic to Nalanda Vihar.  That king obeyed the 

royal order and came to Nalanda with Hiuen Tsang.  After a short interview with the monk, he went 

back to Kannauj and called a religious assembly.  From Nalanda, both the kings proceeded to 

Kannauj.  Harshavardhana moved towards west on the southern bank of river Ganges while Kumar 

Raja moved on the northern bank.  Both the parties moved on foot, in boats and on elephants. After 

the journey of 90 days, they reached Kannauj.  The kings of 20 countries also came with Shramanas, 

Brahmanas, administrators and soldiers.  The monk describes the ceremony done, donations given 

by Harshavardhana and other incidents that took place in the following passage. It also shows the 

antagonistic feelings of Brahmanical priests against Buddhism in general and the Buddhist King in 

particular. Hiuen Tsang said,  “The king in advance had constructed on the west side of the river a 

great sangharama and on the east of this a precious tower about 100 feet in height; in the middle he 

had placed a golden statue of Buddha, of the same height as the king himself.  On the south of the 

tower he placed a precious altar, in the place for washing the image of Buddha.  From this north-east 

14 or 15 li (7 to 7.5 kilometers) he erected another rest-house.  It was now the second month of 

spring-time ; from the first day of the month he had presented exquisite food to the Sramanas and 

Brahmanas till the 21st day ; all along, from the temporary palace to the sangharama, there were highly 

decorated pavilions and places where musicians were stationed, who raised the sounds of their 

various instruments.  The king, on leaving the resting-hall (palace of travel) made them bring forth 

on a gorgeously caparisoned great elephant a golden statue of Buddha about 3 feet high and raised 

aloft.  On the left went the king, Siladitya, dressed as Sakra, holding a precious canopy, whilst 

Kumara-raja dressed as Brahma-raja, holding a white chamara went on the right.  Each of them had as 

an escort 500 war elephants clad in armor ; in front and behind the statue of Buddha went 100 great 

elephants, carrying musicians who sounded their drums and raised their music.  The king, Siladitya, 

as he went, scattered on every side pearls and various precious substances, with gold and silver 

flowers, in honor of the 3 precious objects of worship.  Having first washed the image in scented 

water at the altar, the kind then himself bore it on his shoulder to the western tower, where he 

offered to it tens, hundreds and thousands of silken garments, decorated with precious gems.  At 

this time there were but about 20 Shramanas following in the procession, the kings of the various 

countries forming the escort.  After the feast they assembled the different men of learning, who 

discussed in elegant language on the most abstruse subjects.  At evening tide the king retired in 
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state to his palace of travel. Thus everyday he carried the golden statue as before, till at length on 

the day of separation a great fire suddenly broke out in the tower and the pavilion over the gate of 

the Sangharama was also in flames.  Then the king exclaimed, ‘I have exhausted the wealth of my 

country in charity and following the example of former kings, I have built this Sangharama and I 

have aimed to distinguish myself by superior deeds, but my poor attempts (feeble qualities) have 

found no return.  In the presence of such calamities as these, what need I of further life?’ Then with 

incense-burning he prayed and with this vow (oath) (, ‘thanks to my previous merit, I have come to 

reign over all India, let the force of my religious conduct destroy this fire or if not, let me die!’  Then 

he rushed headlong towards the threshold of the gate, when suddenly, as if by a single blow, the 

fire was extinguished and the smoke disappeared. The kings beholding the strange event, were 

filled with redoubled reverence: but he (the kind) with unaltered face and unchanged accents, 

addressed the princes thus, ‘the fire has consumed this crowning work of my religious life, what 

think you of it?’ The princes, prostrate at his feet, with tears, replied, ‘the work which marked the 

crowning act of your perfected merit, and which we hoped would be handed down to future ages, 

has in a moment (a dawn) been reduced to ashes.  How can we bear to think of it?  But how much 

more when the heretics are rejoicing thereat, and interchanging their congratulations’. The king 

answered, ‘by this, at least, we see the truth of what Buddha said ; the heretics and others insist on 

the permanency of things, but our great teacher’s doctrine is that all things are impermanent.  As 

for me, my work of charity was finished, according to my purpose; and this destructive calamity 

(change) does but strengthen my knowledge of the truth of Tathagata’s doctrine.  This is a great 

happiness (good fortune) and not a subject for lamentation’. On this, in company with the kings, he 

went to the east, and mounted the great stupa.  Having reached the top, he looked around on the 

scene and then descending the steps, suddenly a heretic (or a strange man) with knife in hand, 

rushed on the king.  The king, startled at the sudden attack, stepped back a few steps up the stairs 

and then bending himself down he seized the man in order to deliver him to the magistrates.  The 

officers were so bewildered with fright that they did not know how to move for the purpose of 

assisting him. The kings all demanded that the culprit should be instantly killed but Siladitya-raja, 

without the least show of fear and with unchanged countenance, commanded them not to kill him 

and then he himself questioned him thus: ‘What harm have I done to you that you have attempted 

such a deed?’ The culprit replied, ‘Great king, your virtues shine without partiality; both at home 

and abroad they bring happiness.  As for me, I am foolish and besotted, unequal to any great 

undertaking, led astray by a single work of the heretics, and flattered by their importunity, I have 

turned as a traitor against the king’. The king then asked, and why have the heretics conceived this 

evil purpose?’ He answered and said, great king, you have assembled the people of different 

countries, and exhausted your treasure in offerings to the Shramanas, an cast a metal image of Buddha 

but the heretics who have come from a distance have scarcely been spoken to.  Their minds, 

therefore, have been affected with resentment, and they procured me, wretched man that I am, to 

undertake this unlucky deed’. The king then straightly questioned the heretics and their followers.  
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There were 500 Brahmanas, all of singular talent, summoned before the king.  Jealous of the 

Shramanas, whose the king had reverenced and exceedingly honored, they had caused the precious 

tower to catch fire by means of burning arrows, and they hoped that in escaping from the fire the 

crowd would disperse in confusion, and at such a moment they purposed to assassinate the king.  

Having been foiled in this, they had bribed this man to lay wait for the king in a narrow passage 

and kill him. Then the ministers and the kings demanded the extermination of the heretics.  The 

king punished the chief of them and pardoned the rest.  He banished the 500 Brahmanas to the 

frontiers of India and then returned to his capital.” He locates some Stupas to the north-west of the 

capital in the following words, “To the northwest of the capital there is a stupa built by Ashoka-

raja.  In this place Tathagata, when in the world, preached the most excellent doctrines for seven 

days.  By the side of this stupa are traces where the four past Buddhas sat and walked for exercise.  

There is, moreover, a little stupa containing the relics of Buddha’s hair and nails; and also a 

preaching-place stupa”. 

He mentions that 2 groups of Buddhist shrines and Viharas existed to the south of Kannauj 

city.  He gives the following description of these, “On the south and by the side of the Ganges are 3 

Sangharamas, enclosed within the same walls, but with different gates.  They have highly 

ornamented statues of Buddha.  The priest are devout and reverential; they have in their service 

several thousands of ‘pure men’.  In a precious casket in the Vihara is a tooth of Buddha about one 

and a half inches in length, very bright and of different colors at morning and night.  People 

assemble from far and near; the leading men with the multitude join in one body in worship.  

Everyday hundreds and thousands come together.  The guardians of the relic, on account of the 

uproar and confusion occasioned by the multitude of people, placed on the exhibition a heavy tax, 

and proclaimed far and wide that those wishing to see the tooth of Buddha must pay one great gold 

piece.  Nevertheless, the followers who come to worship are very numerous, and gladly pay the tax 

of a gold piece.  On every holiday they bring it (the relic) out and place it on a high throne, whilst 

hundreds and thousands of men burn incense and scatter flowers, and although the flowers are 

heaped up, the tooth-casket is not overwhelmed. In front of the Sangharama, on the right and left 

hand, there are 2 Viharas, each about 100 feet high, the foundation of stone and the walls of brick.  

In the middle are statues of Buddha highly decorated with jewels, one made of gold and silver and 

the other of native copper.  Before each Vihara is a little Sangharama. Not far to the south-east of the 

Sangharama is a great Vihara, of which the foundations are stone and the building of brick, about 200 

feet high.  There is a standing figure of Buddha in it about 30 feet high.  It is of native copper (bronze) 

and decorated with costly gems.  On the four surrounding walls of the Vihara are sculptured 

pictures.  The various incidents in the life of Tathagata, when he was practicing the discipline of a 

Bodhisattva are here fully portrayed (engraved). Nor far to the south of the stone Vihara is a temple 

of the Sun-deva.  Nor far to the south of this is a temple of Maheshvara.  The two temples are built 

of a blue stone of great lusture and are ornamented with various elegant sculptures.  In length and 

breadth they correspond with the Vihara of Buddha.  Each of these foundations has 1000 attendants 
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to sweep and water it; the sound of drums and of songs accompanied by music, ceases not day nor 

night.  

He further describes another set of monuments in the following words, “To the south-east of 

the great city 6 or 7 li (3 or 3.5 kilometers), on the south side of the Ganges, is a Stupa about 200 feet 

in height, built by Ashoka-raja.  When in the world, Tathagata in this place preached for six months 

on the impermanency of the body (anatma), on sorrow (dukha), on unreality (anitya) and impurity. 

On one side of this is the place where the four past Buddhas sat and walked for exercise.  Moreover, 

there is a little Stupa of the hair and nails of Tathagata.  If a sick person with sincere faith walks 

round this edifice, he obtains immediate recovery and increase of religious merit”2.  

During the brief occupation of the Marathas (oiroa 1770-751) one Narendra Agnihotri, a 

Kannaujiya Brahman, was governor of Kannauj.  He ejected many of the old Rajput landlords; and in 

these ejectment the Baghel chief of the day, probably Pratap Singh, was his agent.  When the Marathas 

were expelled, and Nandram was hard-pressed for refuge, he secured it by a deed conferring 35 

villages on the Baghel’s of Tirwa. 

On 4th June, 1858, when war of independence was in full swing, arrived at Kannauj, a party 

of revolutionaries from east. Girdhari Lal was Tahsildar, Kannauj at that time. The sepoys pressed the 

old man surely to give up the treasure but the greater part, Rs. 4,000, he had previously buried and 

the remainder he had hid and would not give up. Abdul Karim, Thanedar, showed the spot where 

it was concealed and the sepoys possessing themselves of Rs. 2, 566 took whatever else they could 

lay hands on and went on. The remnant of the treasure was finally seized by Abdul Karim on the 

5th June who, having paid the Thanedar officials appropriated the balance but this was afterwards 

taken from him by other rebels. The old Tahsildar made his escape by night from confinement, where 

he had been placed by Abdul Karim to Gangadharapur3. 

 The population of Kannauj in 1847 was 16486.  It rose to 21964 in 1853.  It again fell to 12335 

in 1865.  In 1901, it became 80552.  It became 1656616 in 2011.  In 1911 its inhabited area was 298 

acres.  It is scattered over 5 villages, namely Kannauj, Kandrauli, Tajpur Naukasht, Alauddinpur and 

Umarpur.  In 1901, its busiest portion of the town was Bara Bazar, a long wide winding road paved 

with it.  It was entered at eastern way which once formed the west gate of a Sarai in the reign of 

Shahjahan by Nawab Bahadur Khan.  At that time, only a few chambers remained.  The other end of 

the street was terminated in a large water course which crossed by an old bridge whose inscription 

shows it to have been built about 1700 AD by Shri Pratap Adagar, Murlidhar and Ramkrishna Agrawal. 

Another important business center was a wide and shady green market known as the Turag Ali 

Bazaar.   

 Reverent. Mr. Tennant visited Kannauj at the end of 18th century.  He draws a dismal picture 

of Kannauj in the following words: “For many miles before you enter the present town, you travel 

through jungles interspersed with small fields of tobacco that consist of brick, dust and mortar.  To 

remove all doubt that the rubbish consists of the remains of a town, walls and broken gateways here 

and there raise their heads in defiance of time.  The greatest part of the standing buildings are 
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ruinous, uninhabited, rent and tottering to decay.  The few poor people now in the place 

accommodate themselves under mud huts buttressed up against the old walls.  Not a great any 

buildings are entire.  Whole mountains of unshapely ruins meet your eye in every direction upon a 

space of ground much larger than the site of London”4.   

About the same time came another English visitor, the artist Daniell; and in 1801, the year in 

which his first engraving of Kannauj was published, the city was ceded to the English.  Major Thorn 

states that at the time of Maratha war (1805), the Ganges was only two miles east of the city and on 

the river below the town tigers might still be shot5. 

 E.R. Neave gives the following sketch of perfume industry of Kannauj, “The most ancient 

industry of the district, the scent manufacture of Kannauj, is still flourishing, and has in fact 

expanded in recent years with a decline in the price of the oils employed.  The purest itra of roses is 

to be had at Kannauj, but 5 grams phial costs Rs 25 since a mound of Rose leaves produces but 10 

grams of the genuine itra (perfume).  In addition to itra of roses, there are some twenty or more 

different scents manufactured at Kannauj, of which those made from the jasmine, khaskhas, orange 

and mango may be mentioned as least unpleasing to the European nose.  The familiar boxes of 

inlaid wood, containing each its half dozen or score of phials, which were formerly imported, are 

now made on the spot”6. 

The Kannauj city was surveyed by the author and the antiquities of every site was recorded 

(Fig. 01). For the ease of describing the antiquities, Kannauj has been divided into seven groups 

namely Dahlepur, North Kannauj city, South Kannauj city, South-West Kannauj city, South-East 

Kannauj city, Rijgirhar and Daipur. The index map of these groups have been given below.  

 

 
Fig. No. 01: Index Map of Kannauj City & Daipur 
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The Kannauj city which lies considerably away from Daipur forms the western plaster of the 

archaeological sites. Its guide map has been given below (Fig. 02).  

 
Fig. No. 02: Satellite Map of the Index of Kannauj City  

 

The sites falling into seven groups will be described in the order given above. The sites within a 

group have been listed in alphabetical order but the groups themselves follow the order from north 

to south. Following in the gazetteer of different sites of Kannauj city within the framework which 

has been given to facilitate the reader in conceptualizing the larger picture of the archaeology of the 

ancient city.  
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